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City of Milpitas 
Unapproved Minutes 

Telecommunications Commission 
July 18, 2005 

 
 
I.  Call to Order & Roll Call:  

Telecommunications Commission Chair Albert Alcorn 
called the meeting to order. 

  
Members Present   
A. Alcorn, N. Gupta, G. Ali-Santosa,  
W. Lam, I. Munir, A. Ettinger, D. Gupta,  
S. K. Bansal Alt 1,  
  
I.S. Staff:  B. Marion, E. Pasion 
 
Members Absent: P. Peterson V.Mathur, S.A.A. Bilgrami 
Alt 2   
City Council: A. Gomez 
 

II.  Pledge of Allegiance:  
The members of the Commission recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
III.  Announcements: No announcements made for the record. 
 
 IV.  Approval of the Agenda:  
 Motion to approve the agenda. 
 
 M/S G. Ali-Santosa / I. Munir  Ayes:  8 
V.  Approval of the Minutes 
     June 20, 2005 

Motion to approve the minutes as submitted. 
 
 M/S      S. K. Bansal / G. Ali-Santosa  Ayes:  8  
 
VI.  Citizen’s Forum  

No comments made for the record. 
 
VII. Continued-New Business: 
 
1. Report on Public Access Integration.  
 

Staff introduced Mr. Drew Kutlik of Magic Wave 
productions.  Mr. Kutlik was invited by the Commission 
to give his first hand experience on the integration of the 
community access studios.  He has worked on 
numerous installations of public access facilities around 
the bay area and has provided engineering and audio 
visual production support to those communities. 
 
Mr. Kutlik provided an overview of what kind of items to 
be aware of during the planning phase of a public 
access facility, to the acquisition of video production 
equipment, the role and commitment of the cable 
company, to the overall management and incorporation 
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of the studio, and to the role of volunteers operating a 
television studio. 
 
Chair Alcorn noted that the commission had formed a 
PEG subcommittee and its first matter of discussion was 
the creation of planning outline. 
 
Staff also added that Comcast would be providing 
funding in the amount of $540,000 over a five-year 
period to support the creation and acquisition of the 
equipment for the future public access television studio.  
The city attorney’s office is also working out legal 
language for the responsibilities for the use of studio by 
the city and the school district. 
 
Mr. Kutlik also noted that the studio would also need to 
provide adequate air and ventilation due to the amount 
of heat generated by the equipment and number of 
people working in the facility at any given time. 
 
Chair Alcorn added that the commission would like to 
have Mr. Kutlik’s contact information so that if questions 
come before the group that he could be used for 
reference.  Staff noted that Mr. Kutlik was volunteering 
his time before the commission in order to provide 
perspective on the integration process of developing a 
public access studio.  
 
Chair Alcorn thanked Mr. Kutlik for his time and 
requested that a copy of the presentation be provided to 
city staff for the record.  
 
Motion to note receipt and file 
 

 M/S N. Gupta / D. Gupta  Ayes: 8 
 
 
2. P.E.G. Access Subcommittee Report 
 

Chair Alcorn noted that subcommittee had yet to meet 
and that Commissioner D. Gupta would be coordinating 
the first meeting.  
 
Commissioner D. Gupta noted he would be working with 
staff on a room to hold the subcommittee’s planning 
meeting. 
 
Motion to note receipt and file.  
 

 M/S P. Peterson / N. Gupta Ayes: 8 
 
3. June 2005 I.S. Monthly Report 
 

Bill Marion, Director of Information Services, reported on 
the highlights of the Information Services Department for 
the month of May.  Highlights included the extensive 
training for dispatch, police and fire personnel on the 
recently upgraded computer mobile dispatch.   
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The new computer mobile data system went “live” June 
1, 2005 and has been working normally since that time.  
The Information Services staff and the vendors were 
available on 24-hour shifts to assist with any possible 
problems.  To date no major problems have occurred 
and on going adjustments are being made to the 
application. 
 
Staff also demonstrated the city’s 237-880 dispatch web 
camera located on top of the Crown Plaza hotel.  The 
commission asked of the coverage and magnification of 
the camera.  Staff provided a real-time example of its 
capabilities. 
 
Motion to note receipt and file.  
 

 M/S N. Gupta / I. Munir Ayes: 8 
 
4. Report on HDTV Technology 

Chair Alcorn provided handouts detailing the various 
technologies involving HDTV.  He also provided 
information on web sites from the FCC, PBS and others 
for reference.  
 
Staff distributed a newspaper article that reports that 
FCC will mandate that all television over-the-air 
broadcast signals be transmitting in digital by 2009 
thereby eliminating all analog television broadcast 
signals.  The FCC extended the original date of 2007 
due to concerns brought on by television broadcasters to 
comply with equipment upgrade costs to transmit a 
digital signal.  The transmission of analog to digital 
signals will not affect cable subscribers since conversion 
of the signal are already being made.  
 

 M/S N. Gupta / D. Gupta  Ayes: 8 
 
5. Round Table Discussion 

Commissioner D. Gupta asked of the status of the 
expanding the current network coverage of cellular 
phones in the Milpitas area. 
 
Mr. Marion noted the city had been working with several 
cellular companies to provide improved expanded 
coverage in order to support the public safety CAD 
mobile network.  Staff has worked with the cellular 
companies to provide data on the area of the coverage 
but not without encountering resistance due to the 
information be proprietary. 
 

VIII.  Adjournment of Meeting 
 The Commission adjourned to its next meeting of August 

15, 2005. 
 

# # # 


